Oral cancer screening: practices, knowledge, and opinions of dentists working in Ohio nursing homes.
The state of oral health of nursing homes residents is less than satisfactory. The oral health care in nursing homes is also deficient, therefore it is likely that oral cancer (OC) screening of residents will be inadequate. The purpose of this cross-sectional study was to determine OC screening practices, knowledge, and opinions of dentists working in nursing homes throughout Ohio. A 28-item pretested questionnaire was mailed to 75 dentists who were serving 606 nursing homes. The response rate was 49%. The main outcome measures of interest included: OC screening practices of the Ohio dentists, their knowledge of OC detection, and their opinions regarding OC screening competency. Age was found to be a significant factor, with younger dentists being more likely to have higher knowledge scores after adjusting for all other covariates.